 Tips from the LCC section of the MCC website (www://massachusettsculturalcouncil.org)

· Investigate the application process in your town.  Local criteria and funding 

guidelines may vary.

· Awards tend to be $250-750, and do not fully fund projects.  Indicating other

sources of funding will make your application more competitive.

· Your project must demonstrate public benefit (i.e. engaging 

the community).

· LCCs fund projects lasting 1-5 days.  The MCC’s Creative School Program funds artist residencies that last 6-75 days.

LCC Grant Application

SAMPLE PROPOSAL

Applicant Information

[To be filled in by PTO, school or other sponsoring organization.]

Project Information

Project Title:  
Made in the Shade

Amount Requested from this LCC:  $750




Jazz: America’s Music 

from New Orleans to New York

(4 performances by jazz ensemble)

1. Project Description: Summarize the proposed project in the space provided. (Describe who is the target audience; what will happen; when and where it will occur; and how the project will be executed.  NOTE: You may provide additional narrative on a separate sheet of paper, but you must summarize the project here.

The ABC Middle School in the town of XYZ respectfully requests $750 to help cover the cost of two interactive performances by Young Audiences of Massachusetts (YA) ensemble Made in the Shade.  The performances will take place during March of 2004 in the school auditorium.  The target audience consists of 500 Xth and Yth graders.  Several weeks prior to the performances, teachers (both music and history/social science) will use YA curriculum materials to prepare students for the performances.  Teachers will follow the performances with activities and curriculum connections recommended by YA and MIS.  

2. Describe the planning done for this project in terms of process, and who or what organizations was/were involved as partners or advisors.  How would partial funding impact this project?

Planning Process.  Over the past year, the ABC Middle School Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) has worked closely with music and history teachers and school administrators to select Made in the Shade for enrichment programming.  All have agreed that Made in the Shade is the perfect choice because its programs enhance classroom work in music (melody, harmony, pitch, rhythm, tempo, dynamics) and complement the history and social science curricula for the X and Y grades (the Great Depression, the Roaring Twenties, the Harlem Renaissance, World Wars I and II). 

Educational Impact.  MIS’ educational goals include: 1) exploring the evolution of jazz; 2) conveying the spirit and energy of jazz; and 3) studying, through live music, the historical and social context in which jazz evolved.  MIS makes numerous cross-disciplinary connections through its music.  It addresses several strands in the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks, including Arts: Music, Arts: Connections, and History and Social Science. 

Performance Description.  MIS takes students of all ages on a musical journey through the world of jazz, making stops in places like New Orleans, Kansas City, and New York City.  Students are introduced to various styles of jazz such as dixieland, swing and be-bop.  MIS also covers styles like jazz fusion and latin jazz in order to demonstrate how jazz can be combined with other genres and musical traditions.  Students learn about the birth of jazz and how it was born from a combination of African and European influences. In addition, MIS will discuss the nature of improvisation with the aid of demonstrations and student participation.  Finally, Made in the Shade returns to New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz, with music from Mardi Gras.

Impact on Funding.  An award from the XYZ Local Cultural Council will enable the ABC School PTO to build community for the arts in its town by leveraging additional funds from local businesses and foundations.  An LCC award sends message that the arts enrichment programming the ABC School has chosen for its students exhibits artistic excellence and educational substance, complements the curriculum goals of the school, and offers the opportunity for experiential learning.

3. Explain how this project will reach and benefit the citizens of this community.  How will you know the project is successful? (Include promotion, expected results and plans for evaluation.)

The ABC School PTO will contact all local newspapers, including X, Y, and Z to publicize MIS performances.  One of the performances will be open to local senior citizens.  Teachers will provide feedback on an evaluation form supplied by Young Audiences, and will ask students to write about their impressions.  At its meeting following the performances, the PTO will review teacher and student feedback and discuss the artistic merit, educational content and ability of the artists to connect with children.

4. Please detail the qualifications of key artists, humanists, interpretive scientists or organizations involved with leading the cultural component of this project.  Application will be considered incomplete without this information. (Please attach resumes.)

Made in the Shade.  Made in the Shade (MIS) is an acoustic group that entertains audiences worldwide with the exuberant spirit of jazz.  Its unique blend of New Orleans jazz, swing, ethnic and modern music delights listeners and dancers of all ages.  The members of the band are Dan Fox, trombone, Paul Dosier, tuba, Keiichi Hashimoto, trumpet, Christian Diefendorf, banjo and John McLellan, drums.  The ensemble was form in 1990 when a group of music school graduates decided to bring great American music to the Boston Common in celebration of our nation’s birthday.  Since then, MIS has performed at numerous festivals, concerts, schools, radio and television shows and many other social functions throughout the United States and Europe.

Young Audiences of Massachusetts (YA). YA is the oldest, largest and most utilized arts-in-education organization in the state and one of the largest in a national network of 33 chapters. All of YA’s interactive performances and residencies pass through a rigorous quality control process for re-accreditation each year.  All come with curriculum materials, and satisfy local, state and/or federal arts education standards.  For 35 years, YA has distinguished itself as the vital link between Massachusetts schoolchildren (K-12) and nearly 120 of the region’s most accomplished actors, dancers, singers, instrumentalists, and storytellers.  Its 30 ensembles offer over 60 interactive arts programs that represent a range of cultures, historical periods and artistic disciplines. 

Budget Information

Total Project Cost
$  2,070

Matching Funds*
$  1,320

Source of Matching Funds: 
PTO, school budget,

local businesses

*Capital expenditures must have a 2:1 match.  Check with the local cultural council to see if there are any additional match requirements.

Project Expenses

A. Salaries/Fees
1. Artist/Humanist/Interpretive Scientist: $1,970

2. Administrative

3. Other ______________

TOTAL Section A
B. Space Rental

C. Travel
$    100

D. Marketing 

E. Remaining Project Expenses
1. Equipment Rental

2. Project supplies or consumables

3. Printing

4. Shipping/Postage

5. Utilities/Telephone

6. Insurance

7. Other __________

8. Ensuring Access

TOTAL Section E

F. Capital Expenses

G. TOTAL PROJECT EXPENSES

$ 2,070
   

(Sum of totals in Sections A-F)

*NOTE: Total Project Expenses and Total Project Revenue must be equal.

Project Income

A. Earned Income

B. 
Non-Government

1. Corporate/Business


$ 500
   

2. Clubs and Organizations

$ 620 (PTO)

3. Other ________________

TOTAL Section B

C. Government




  

1.Other Local Cultural Councils 

2.Other MCC Programs

3.Other (Municipal, School, etc.)

$ 200


TOTAL Section C

D. Applicant Cash

E. Amount Requested from this LCC

$ 750

    

F. In-Kind Contributions (donated space, materials and/or services)

G. TOTAL PROJECT REVENUE*

$ 2,070

(Sum of Totals in Sections A-F)

